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S C A P E G R A C E
In a n o t h e r  s tory  over  coffee,  a m o u n t a i n  l ion acqui res  
a taste for geese, 
w o u l d  eat on ly  geese,  t e r ro r iz ing  w i n t e r  co rn  fields.
Ins t i nc t  as a hab i t  c o m p a r a b l e  to or ig in ,  the  c u c k o o  lays its eggs 
in the  nes t  o f  a warbler ,  
a p lot  s q u a r in g  o f f  in eaves, in grocery  bags,  the  green  k ind ,  
forgot ten
or merely i n o p p o r t u n e ,  h a n g i n g  on  a d o o r k n o b  unt i l  the  checke r  
makes  sure 
you k n o w  w hic h  h a n d  ha ndl es  the  car ton .
Eventua lly  I ’m go in g  to g ro w  a n d  p edd le  flowers jus t  to learn 
the ir  exchange .
Elapsed shelf-l ife s o m e h o w  the  m n e m o n i c  to beauty,
as w h e n  we w e n t  to bu y  a cigar  for the  d ad  w h o  got  us a ro om  
at  the cas ino
a n d  f o u n d  c h a r m i n g  s t r ip malls w he re  d us ty  basebal l  caps 
had  failed to sell
across two unvei led  logos.  In this s tate,  m e m o r y  tu rn s  left 
by fo l lowing  a ju gh and le .
O u r  first g l impse  o f  the ocean  was always on ly  the  bay. We  fed 
ice cubes  to the  t ide,
b r o u g h t  the gulls closer, l ight  s igna l ing  o f f  l imbs ,  neon  
like a tennis  ball s tuc k  in a fence 
whic h  be nd s  ba ckw ard  to gu a rd  an overpass.
You w o u ld  have to really c l im b  to c o m m i t  suicide.
Yet to dr i f t  is to be locked in,
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to  feel at  least s o m e  ease in this g im bal  l an te rn ,  
land c leared by l and lo rd ,
w h e re  the  ha r sher  the  l ight,  the  m o r e  a r o m a t ic  o u r  hai r  a n d  skin.
S p r in g  passes go.
Fields of alfalfa cu red ,  th u s  o cc as io n in g  breath .
1 he  m an  f rom  the  she l t er  they  call p o m e g r a n a t e  h a n d s —  
not  a n o d  to his p i c k p o ck e t in g ,  
b u t  the  io d in e  w i th  w h ich  he t rea ts  his w a te r—
proves  there  are sweeter  d r in k s  to  be  cut  
w i th  s o m e t h i n g  bit ter.
I hey say he ow n s  o n e  share  Berkshire  H a th a w a y  
b u t  w o n ’t sell,
w o u ld  ra th e r  pass on ,  over,  as eve ry th in g  salvageable 
in the  park  next  to the  shel ter,  
every p o w e r l in e  in su la to r  its or ig inal  cobal t .
R e m e m b e r  th e  b i rdseye f rom choir?  T h e  o n e  no te  held 
to  y o u r  d iscre t ion.
C h u r c h  m u t i n g  th r o u g h  a b l a n k e t  p i n c h e d  bet w een  pews 
to fo rm  a ten t .
In the  ac tual  w o o d s  s o m e o n e  has t h r o w n  a s t o p w a tc h  a n d  snorkel .
N o t  g o in g  back.
N e w  to s o m e o n e .  N e w  to  d en a tu r e .
O r ,  as the  l o c k s m i th  warns :
keep the  receipt ,  n ew  keys can be fussy.
New-wise .  O ld -w ise .
The wise d on ' t  have eyes in the i r  head.
T h e y  p lan t  the i r  feet
an d  p ro c eed  bv b lock ing:  a d r a m a t i c  m o n o l o g u e ,  
s tage  beref t
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o f  the  w or ld ,  h o w  the  Q u a k e r s  have long  chosen 
thee  a n d  th o u  over you,
feel ing its b lu rr e d  s ingu lar i ty  u n s u i t e d  
to spi r i tua l  address.
' Id smi le  at  an o ld head o f  garlic in the  f ru it  bowl  s p r o u t i n g  
or  an in fan t  in the  ro a d h o u s e  k i t ch en ,
the  l ine c o o k ’s child ,  w h o m  no o n e  m inds ,  
w h o  appears  a van i sh in g  point .
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